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History 

• The PV workstream (created in 2009) used to 
be part of the PSM Working Group 

• Opinions were divided as to whether PV 
belonged to the PSM-WG or the CMWG 

• After consultations, PV Workstream moved to 
the CMWG in 2012 



Terms of Reference of PV Workstream 

3 

• To facilitate and guide the various international and in-
country efforts in pharmacovigilance of antimalarials on 
behalf of RBM’s CMWG 

• To create a central repository of all independent malaria-
focused pharmacovigilance activities 

• To work with all partners including the WHO on resource 
mobilization for PV 

• To assist countries in the implementation of PV 
programmes 

• To contribute to the advocacy process for PV  in malaria-
endemic countries 
 

– **Malaria has often been the entry-point for PV in most malaria endemic countries 

 



Activity update (up to 2012) 

• Provided support to countries (PRs) in completing GF 
proposals 

• Hosted an RBM PV advocacy event at ISoP 2010 in 
Accra, Ghana 

• Facilitated the incorporation of specific PV questions 
into GF applications 

• Provided guidance on PV to AMFm countries 
• Published an assessment of ADR reporting to 

antimalarials  
• Developed the PV Toolkit (www.pvtoolkit.org) and the 

malaria PV toolkit 

http://www.pvtoolkit.org/




The Pharmacovigilance Toolkit 
www.pvtoolkit.org 

•  A collection of resources and information 
needed for the practice of pharmacovigilance 

• Main aim is to ensure that PV practitioners in 
low- and middle-income countries get access to 
information on PV from a trusted source 

• Toolkit contents endorsed by the WHO Advisory 
Committee on the Safety of Medicinal Products 

• Web-based (but USB versions are also available) 





Going Forward 

• Most of the activities conducted had been in 
an era of just two ACTs for most malaria-
endemic countries in Africa (AA+AsAq) 

• We now have an era of multiple ACTs 

• Malaria landscape is rapidly changing and 
need for PV is increasing 

• Several malaria endemic countries are now 
members of the WHO Programme for 
International Drug Monitoring 



ECSC Priorities 

• Promote adoption of T3 (Test. Treat. Track.)  

 

– 6. Map malaria pharmacovigilance activities in all 
malaria endemic countries  

 

– 7. Update the pharmacovigilance malaria toolkit 



Mapping Malaria PV Activities 

• In collaboration with WHO, national PV Centres 
and national malaria control programmes 

– Activities from EDCTP, MMV, INESS, research 
institutions, ongoing work on RTSS etc all to be 
mapped to ensure that safety studies are harmonised 
and standardised and that data is shared real-time 

• Will be part of the work of the WHO-CC for 
Advocacy and Training in PV in Accra Ghana to 
provide country PV situations in real time 



Updating Malaria PV Toolkit 

• Toolkit reviewed and accessed  
• Comments include 

– Need for more tools 
– Need for regular updates 
– Need for active promotion on the existence of the 

toolkit 
– Re-writing of sections of the malaria PV toolkit 
– Re-writing of aspects relating to the Global Fund 
– Inclusion of missing chapters 

• Toolkits Manager recruited by WHO-CC to lead 
this full time 



Building capacity for PV 

• Not a PV Workstream activity directly but 
allied to capacity building in Africa in general 

• 4-week “Pharmacovigilance Fellowship” at the 
WHO Collaborating Centre for Advocacy and 
Training in PV, Accra, Ghana 

• Theory, Hands-on Practice, Field Visit 
(Hospital, Research Sites, Industry, NRA), Work 
Plan Development 

• Starting June 2013 



Conclusion 

• PV Workstream aims to let patient safety 
issues play a key role in case management 

• PV-WS will provide the tools and expertise to 
RBM and countries to ensure the practiced of 
sound PV  

• Data sharing to be encouraged especially the 
reporting of ADRs to ACTs 

• New methods to be explored 



Thank You!!!!! 

Contact Details 

• Email:  

– alex.dodoo@umcafrica.org 

– alexooo@yahoo.com 

 

• Skype ID 

– alexdodoo 
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